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Recommendations for an Optimal Design
of and Infection Control in the Central
Sterile Supply Department

Ying-Chun Chen', Zhi-Yuan Shi', Hsiu-Tzy Chiang’, Min-Chi Lu’, Chun-Ming Lee"

'Taichung Veterans General Hospital, Taichung
*MacKay Memorial Hospital, Taipei
’China Medical University Hospital, Taichung

‘St. Joseph’s Hospital, Yunlin, Taiwan

The primary function of the central sterile supply department of a health care
facility or hospital is processing of used instruments (particularly invasive devices)
for safe handling. Health care facilities should consider space, electricity, the
water distribution system, workflow, ventilation patterns, and the air conditioning
system, among other such factors based on locations, procedures, transportation,
cleaning methods and sterilization, as well as equipment needed to ensure effective
instrument processing. Health care facilities should prevent cross-contamination by
designing a good plan flow and by establishing standard operating procedures to
ensure a safe environment, as well as safe and efficient use of sterile devices.

Key words:  Central sterile supply department, design, infection control
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